
Matt Heerema - Stonebrook Church - 3/21/21

Let justice roll
An overview of amos



1:1 - 2:5 Judgement on Israel’s Neighbors

2:6 - 4:5 Judgement on Israel

4:6 - 4:13 “I GAVE WARNINGS, yet you did not return”

5:1 - 5:17 “SEEK ME AND LIVE!”

5:18 - 6:14 “WOE TO YOU”

7:1 - 8:14 AMOS INTERCEDES FOR THE PEOPLE

9:1 - 9:8 THE COMING DESTRUCTION

9:9 - 9:15 REMNANT AND RESTORATION
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C.S. Lewis - The Problem of Pain

“We can ignore even pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended to. God 

whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our 

pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world....No doubt pain as God's 

megaphone is a terrible instrument; it may lead to final and unrepented 

rebellion. But it gives the only opportunity the bad man can have for amendment. 

it removes the veil; it plants the flag of truth within the fortress of the rebel soul.”
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Seek good, and not evil, that you may live;  
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you,  

as you have said.  

Hate evil, and love good,  
and establish justice in the gate;  

it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,  
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

Amos 5:14-15
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“I hate, I despise your feasts,  
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will 
not accept them;  

and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,  
I will not look upon them.  

Take away from me the noise of your songs;  
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.  

But let justice roll down like waters,  
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

Amos 5:21-24
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Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy 
it from the surface of the ground,  

except that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,”  
declares the Lord.  

“For behold, I will command, and shake the house of Israel  
among all the nations as one shakes with a sieve,  

but no pebble shall fall to the earth.  

All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, who say, ‘Disaster shall not 
overtake or meet us.’  

“In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its 
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old… 

Amos 9:8-11



How to understand & apply 
the prophets



The prophets’ messages were not heterogeneous and disconnected 
predictions, randomly announced throughout an otherwise dull 
drone of chastisements. Nor was prediction even the main feature of 
prophecy. Rather, the prophets were proclaimers of righteousness, 
preaching both law and promise, grace and judgment, to motivate 
the people to repentance and a life of obedience in the will and plan 
of God. Their predictions were often given as incentives to their 
contemporaries for holy living in that day, seeing that the future 
belonged to their God and to his righteous reign. 

Walt Kaiser, Jr.  - The Promise Plan of God



Meaning & significance



Determine meaning - Pay attention to:

• Fallacies



Fallacies in interpreting the prophets

• Confusing ancient vs. modern nation of Israel 
• Genre confusion  

(literal vs. metaphor, figure of speech, symbolism, etc…) 
• Spiritualizing (find the “hidden meaning”) 
• Universalizing 
• Moralizing 



determine meaning - Pay attention to:

• Fallacies 
• Oracles
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determine meaning - Pay attention to:

• Fallacies 
• Oracles 
• Historical Context 
• Covenants 
• Jesus



Meaning & significance



Determine significance - ask:

• What does the passage tell us about God and his ways? 

• How does Jesus’s fulfillment of the Old Covenant 
impact our application of this passage?



What amos tells us  
about God & his ways



What Amos shows us about God

• God has authority over every nation, tribe, tongue, and individual. 

• Everyone owes allegiance and worship to God the creator. 

• There is an emphasis in God’s law on justice for the poor and 
weak. 

• God is rightly angry when his law is ignored. 

• Judgement and punishment is the right result of sin.



What Amos shows us about God

• God is extremely patient and clear with his warnings. 

• God is not impressed with religious performance. 

• Forgiveness can be had by any who repent. 

• God’s chosen people are from every tribe and nationality. 

• God has a plan to preserve his people, and it will succeed.



How Jesus’s fulfillment 
of the old covenant 

impacts our  
application of Amos



Application in light of Jesus

• As unbelievers, we were/are just like the nations surrounding Israel. 

• As believers, we can be just like Judah and Israel. 

• Judgement and punishment are coming because of our sin. 

• We have a tendency to hide behind our religious performance. 

• We like when others’ failures are pointed out, but not when ours 
are.



Application in light of Jesus

• We are called to seek the Lord, and work toward justice.  

• None of us succeed in seeking him fully enough. 

• Jesus lived the righteous life we have all failed to live. 

• Jesus offered himself as a substitute for you in God’s judgement. 

• We should respond by seeking God, and loving God and neighbor.




