
WORDS OF LIFE OR DEATH



THE TONGUE
So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.  
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  
And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness.  The tongue is 
set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire 
the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.  For every kind of 
beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 
been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the 
tongue.  It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
               James 3:5–8 ESV   



LIFE AND DEATH
The tongue has the power of life and death,  

and those who love it will eat its fruit.  
            Proverbs 18:21 NIV  



PROVERBS



WHAT IS A PROVERB?
A concise statement of wisdom...to develop skills for godly living.



TWO DIVERGENT PATHS FOR LIVING
Wisdom or folly 

Righteousness or wickedness 

Life or death 

Prudence or naiveté 

Knowledge or ignorance 



THE SOURCE OF WISDOM
[In Christ] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

            Colossians 2:2–3 ESV  



WHAT IS OUR GOAL?

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,  

but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, 

that it may benefit those who listen.  

             Ephesians 4:29 NIV   
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I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called... 

             Ephesians 4:1 ESV  



THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HEART

You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good?  

For the mouth speaks out of what fills the heart.  

              Matthew 12:34  



WOUND OR HEAL

Reckless words pierce like a sword,  

but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  

        Proverbs 12:18  



GRACIOUSNESS

Gracious words are like a honeycomb,  

sweetness to the soul and health to the body.  

       Proverbs 16:24 ESV  



THE RIGHT TIME

To make an apt answer is a joy to a man, 

and a word in season, how good it is! 

       Proverbs 15:23 ESV   



QUANTITY
When words are many, transgression is not lacking,  

but whoever restrains his lips is prudent. 

         Proverbs 10:19 ESV   
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Fools find no pleasure in understanding  

but delight in airing their own opinions.  

         Proverbs 18:2 NIV   



LYING

A lying tongue hates its victims,  

and a flattering mouth works ruin.  

        Proverbs 26:28 ESV  



GENTLENESS VS. HARSHNESS

A gentle answer turns away wrath,  

but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

        Proverbs 15:1 NIV  



LISTENING

To answer before listening— that is folly and shame.  

            Proverbs 18:13 NIV  



THE HEART

The heart of the righteous weighs its answers,  

but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil.  

         Proverbs 15:28 NIV  



True wisdom is not merely knowing 
the right thing. 

True wisdom is the inclination to do 
the right thing. 



REMEMBER OUR FORGIVENESS



REMEMBER OUR FORGIVENESS
 Therefore let us draw near with 

confidence to the throne of grace, so 
that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need.  
Hebrews 4:16 NASB95 



LEARN TO ABIDE IN CHRIST
Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit 

by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me.  I am the vine;  you are the branches. 

Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  

John 15:4–5 ESV 



LEARN TO ABIDE IN CHRIST
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.  

Psalm 19:14 NIV  
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If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.  

James 1:5 NIV 



READ AND MEMORIZE PROVERBS



HELP AND GET HELP 



RESOURCES ON PROVERBS
Commentary:  Derek Kidner (by Tyndale) 

Proverbs listed by topic 

www.stonebrook.org

http://www.stonebrook.org


Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,  

but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  
             Ephesians 4:29 NIV   





He who testifies to these things says,  

“Surely I am coming soon.”  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

Revelation 22:20 ESV 


