


Mark Wilson, Victory Through the Lamb

“Its central message is that believers can overcome the 
tribulations of life, even persecution and martyrdom, 

because of the victory won by the Lamb of God.” 



Revelation 2:1-7
The church in Ephesus



The seven churches in Asia



The pattern of the seven letters
• Jesus presents himself 

• He has a personal message 

• He calls them to conquer 

• He calls them to hear



Revelation 2:1-7
The church in Ephesus



They loved truth but were loveless.



Revelation 2:8-11
The church in Smyrna



Persecution today



Revelation 2:12-17
The church in Pergamum



Revelation 2:18-29
The church in Thyatira



Revelation 3:1-6
The church in Sardis



Revelation 3:7-13
The church in Philadelphia



Revelation 3:14-22
The church in Laodicea



How does Jesus describe himself?
• Seven stars, walks among lampstands 

• The First and the Last, died and came to life 

• Two-edged sword 

• Seven spirits of God 

• Eyes like fire 

• The holy and true one;  has the key of David 

• The Amen, faithful and true witness



What is his personal message?
• Challenges a church that loves truth but is loveless 

• Encourages a persecuted church and promises reward 

• Addresses persecution and compromise 

• Challenges their compromise in an idolatrous city 

• Summons a dead, sleeping church to come alive 

• Promises power in weakness 

• Rebukes pride and self-sufficiency 

•



What promises are made to those who conquer?

• Eat from the tree of life in the paradise of God 

• Crown of life;  not hurt by second death 

• Hidden manna, white stone, new name  

• Authority over nations;  the morning star 

• White garments;  name never blotted out;   confess us before the 
Father and angels 

• Made a pillar in the temple of God;  God's name on us 

• Reign with Jesus on his throne



Prepare to know Jesus better

What should we expect in 
Revelation?



Prepare to follow Jesus through affliction

What should we expect in 
Revelation?




